


BIG PROBLEMS YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR COMMUNITY

Insects, ticks and other "bugs” are small creatures

that can cause big problems. There are some 10
\%%: quintillion (10,000,000,000,000,000,000) insects

on Earth. Some carry germs that are harmful

and can cause severe illness, even death.

The diseases that can come from a mosquito or tick bite

include West Nile, Zika, Dengue, Malaria, Chikungunya
@\ [\chik-en-gun-yel, Rocky Mountain Fever, Lyme

disease and many others. The “bug"” is called the vector,

while the illness is called a vector-borne disease.

The germs, called pathogens, are most often
transferred during a bite. The germs can be a
virus, bacteria or parasite that enters the blood
stream of the person or animal being bitten.

Vector-borne diseases are part of a larger group
of illnesses, called zoonotic diseases, which
means that the germs ‘jump’ from one species
of animal to another (e.g., when a mosquito
infects a human or a tick infects a horse).
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According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), 80% of the world's population is at
risk of getting a vector-borne disease.

The number of these infections is growing rapidly,
primarily because of several environmental
factors including climate change, deforestation
and human over-development.
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The Bug Campaign Affiliated with the
Pinebelt Foundation
1501 Adeline St.

Hattiesburg, MS 39401

exists to help under-
served families
understand and
avoid the devastating

effects of vector-
The Bug Campaign

TheBugCampaign@gmail.com
220 S 40th Ave. P.0. Box 17143
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

borneillnesses and

to provide insights
for people who may
have been infected.
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